
Kristopher Davis, Daniel 

Elwick, Luke Elwick, Maelise 

Flowers, Angel Galvez, Jalen 

Garner, Mackenzie Glas-

mann, Skyler Harvey, Dera 

Hollingworth, Abdullah Ibn-

Bilal, Trustin Jackson, Trinity 

Jaques, Isaiah Johnson, Aziya 

Jordon, Uday Kabirpanthi, 

Zoe Lee, Alvin Manuel, 
Syncere Marzett, Matthew 

McCaleb, William McNeil, 

Jaun Moore, Brock Moses, 

Alayna Nelson, Alexander 

Norris, Julianna Parham, 

M i l e s  P a r k e r , 

Lauryn  ReVoal, Alyssa Reed, 

Amari Reed, Elijah Ruffin, 

Jada Ruffin, Kiara Sams, Nya 

Simon, Ashtin Standifer, 

Haylee Thomas, Anah Tol-

son, Cody Walker, Faith 

Walker,  Jaydon Washing-

ton, Cheyenne Watson, 

Giovanni Balderas, Amari 

Garner, Taylee Hatton, De-

marcus Hoover, Aniya Knox, 

Patrick Simon, Jordon Ste-

venson, Shawn Walker, 

Amani Washington,  

AmUnique Cavitt, Jim Dodd, 
N’Daye Smith,  Saniya 

Watts,  and Rose Winegar-

ner. 

 

To help your student be 

invited to the next assembly 

make sure that they are at 

school on time and remem-

ber to call in if they are sick 

so the absence can be ex-

cused. We hope to see even 

more students at our next 

assembly where the grand 

prize will be a TV/DVD 

 O u r  s e c o n d 
Learning Tree Awards 
Ceremony was held Friday, 
January 15. The Learning 
Tree Awards Ceremony is 
an invitation only assem-
bly. To be invited to the 
assembly a student must 
have good grades (C’s or 
above), good behavior (no 
office referrals) and good 
attendance (no unexcused 
absences and no more than 
4 tardies).  Everyone in 
attendance received blue 
and silver spirit beads  and 
their name was put in a 
drawing for the grand 
prizes. Grand prize win-
ners of a new Nintendo 
DS were Brock Moses, 
Courtez Orange and Se-
meia Ruffin.   
 We are happy to 
report that there was an 
increase of 12 Middle 
School students in atten-
dance to our assembly this 
9 weeks. That means 12 
students improved their 
grades, behavior and atten-
dance. Way to go guys! 
 

We would like to congratu-

late the following students 

for being in attendance: 
Micah Anderson, Alexis 

Banzet , Crag Barkus, 

Sarah Bousfield, Ashlea 

Brewster, Jazlyn Brooks, 

Alonzo Brown, Elia Brown, 
Brandon Bustos, Bri DePro-

spo, Hayley Elwick, Iliana 

Garcia, Rayanne Gauna, 

Loren Harvey, James 

Honeycutt, Aleeya Hubbard, 
Victor Irving, Christopher 

Ivy, Bracquale James, Lena 

Knight, Michael Kristek, 

Jane Lickteig, Benny Lopez, 
Gemeni Lopez, Genesis Lo-

pez, Jolie Mounivong, Alex 

Muci, Shakia Neal, Moses 

Neal- McFarthing, Allia Pe-

tersen, Issac Petersen, 

Carlos Rice, Semeia Ruffin, 
Jul ianna Saga, Leonte 

Sweeney, Nicholas Tate, 
Aspen Thomas, LaZaira Tho-

mas, Audery Webb, Jaiden 

Williams, Megan Anderson, 

Maliah Baez, Marissa Baez 

Patience Barkus, Layla Berry, 
Serenity Dulaney, Lauren 

Eckels, Terrell Flynn-Pierce, 
Kirell Gordon, Adelina 

G r e e n w a y ,  C l a u d i a 

Villanueva, Ashley Guevara, 

Julie Hall, Amber Haskins,  
Mary Honeycutt, Ryleigh 

Jackson, Br’Lia Jacobs, D’Ron 

Jacobs, Edward Kellogg, De-

metrius King, Kevin Knox, 

Alexandra LaShay, Kia Lem-

ons, Cade Mansfield, Atlantis 

Mitchell, Isaiah- Vincent 

Mitchell, Shaylah Neloms, 
Courtez Orange, Elizabeth 

Osborne, Daniel Parham, 
Morgan Parham, Tierra Pow-

ell, Jasmine Ramzah, 
Kiah ReVoal, Tryaunnah 

Richard, Justin Smith, Kiana 

Smith, Ti’arae Stewart, 
Antonio Wilson, TreVon 

Wilson, Johnny Alberts, 

Shon-Michael Anderson, 
Brenden Barley, MaKaya 

Berry-Pressley, Tayanna 

Bonner, Allison Crow, 

Principal’s Corner                             Stephanie Stovall 

The 

Trailblazer 
Gordon Parks Academy 

Coming Events 

 
February 2: 

    Site Council 5:30 PM 

     IMPORTANT BUDGET INFO! 

 

February 3: 

    PTO   3:30 

 

February 4: 

    Elementary Assessment Fun Night 

    6:00—7:30 PM 

 

February 9: 

    Middle School Assessment 

    Fun Night 

    6:00—7:30 PM 

 

February 11: 

    Progress Reports Issued 

 

February 12: 

    District Inservice 

    NO SCHOOL 

 

February 15: 

    Presidents Day 

    NO SCHOOL 

 

February 15– 22 

    Book Fair in the Library 

 

February 16: 

    School Dismissed 12:30 

    Student Led Conferences 

    1:30 –7:00 

 

February 19: 

  School Dismissed 12:30 

    Student Led Conferences 

    1:30 –7:00 



 We have a lot of 
items in Lost and Found. 
If you or your student are 
missing jewelry, eye 
glasses, cell phones, hats, 
gloves or coats, or any 
other item, please check 
with the office or check 
the Lost and Found barrel 
at the south end of the 
main hallway. Parents are 
required to sign for any 
electronic devices. 
 We would also like 

to remind parents that 

school dismisses at 3:10. 

The office closes at 3:30. 

We understand that occa-

sionally things come up 

that may cause you to be 

late picking up your child. 

Please call the office to let 

us know if you will be late. 

If you are unable to pick 

up your child on time on a 

regular basis, you may 

need to make other ar-

rangements for your child 

after school. If you are 

picking up your child after 

3:20, you will need to come 

into the office to sign them 

out. 

  

 

Preparing for Upcoming State Assessments 
This spring all students in 3rd – 8th grade will take their State Reading 

and Math Assessments on computers.  Here at Gordon Parks we have 

set up weekly 40 minute blocks in the Computer Lab with Mrs. Ed-

wards and Ms. Murdock to work on look-alike test questions and to 

practice using the tools that the computer program offers (i.e. high-

lighting, cross-out, etc.)  Students get immediate feedback on how 

they did and then graph their progress.  The weekly test questions are 

aligned with what our teachers are covering in the classrooms.  These 

practice tests are just that….PRACTICE.  They are not for 

grades.  They are to help the students get into a testing mind-

set.  Please keep encouraging your student to do their personal best 

in everything.   

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE 
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Gordon Parks Academy Students 

are: 

 
Inquirers 
Knowledgeable 

Thinkers 
Communicators 

Principled 
Open-minded 

Caring 
Risk-takers 

Balanced 

Reflective 



 

Hygiene Kits for Haiti  
The United Methodist Committee on Relief is sponsoring a project to send hy-

giene kits to Haiti in an effort to help with the devastating effects of the earth-
quake.  

If you would like to make a donation to help the people of Haiti, please con-
sider bringing one or more of the following items to school on or before Friday, Feb-
ruary 5, 2010.   We need the following items ONLY and they need to be NEW:  

 

KIT CONTENTS  

1 hand towel (15ó x 25ó up to 17ó x 27ó, no kitchen towels) 

1 washcloth 

1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket -sized)  

1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or toenail clippers)  

1 bath -size bar of soap (3 oz. and up)  

1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, no child -size brushes)  

6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages  

 

 

   Gordon Parks Academy Chess 
Club  

 
   You can STILL join!   

 
 

 
Beginners: Tuesdays 3:10 -4:30  

Advanced: Wednesdays 3:10 -4:30  
Gordon Parks will have its first chess tournament on Saturday, February 13 from 9:30   

4:30.  All chess players   whether you are a member of the GPA club or not  -  are invited to 
enter.  If you are interested, please contact Ms. Edwards ( medwards @usd259.net ) 

Cool chess boards and pieces for sale in dazzling colors!   
Stop by room 127 to see the many choices!  

 
Chess Tournaments Remaining This Year:  

 
Gordon Parks Academy   February 13  

Pleasant Valley   February 20  
Mulvane   February 27  
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 Application B 

has now been accepted 

for the Middle Years 

Program. This means 

that we are one step 

closer to being an au-

thorized IB World 

School. On March 25th 

and 26th a team from 

International Baccalaure-

ate will be visiting the 

sixth, seventh, and eight 

grade students, staff  and 

teachers at Gordon 

Parks Academy. They 

will be observing our 

teaching and learning.   

  

The Primary Years Pro-

gram is still waiting to 

hear if application B has 

been accepted. If the 

application is accepted, 

the process for Kinder-

garten 

through fifth grade is 

very similar.  Remember 

to ask your student how 

they are becoming more 

internationally minded 

or what learner profile 

they are exhibiting every-

day! 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMME 

All City Choir 

(Middle School) 

Aspen Thomas  7th 

Eymoni Friday 8th 

 

(Elementary All Area) 

Lauren Eckels  4th 

 
John Elwick –4th 

 
Shakayra Coleman 4th 

 
Serenity Dulaney-5th 

 
Tierra Powell –5th 

 
Mahagony Stidham-5th 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to the 

following GPA students 

for being selected to par-

ticipate in the Middle 

School All City Choir and 

Orchestra.  These students 

displayed the Learner Pro-

file Attributes and dedica-

tion that it takes to be a 

member of these fine per-

forming groups. 
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Gordon Parks Academy 

Students are: 

 
Inquirers 
Knowledgeable 

Thinkers 
Communicators 

Principled 

Open-minded 
Caring 

Risk-takers 
Balanced 

Reflective 

 

 

If you have  
pictures of GPA 
events that you 

would like to have 
ej_hq`a` ej pdeo ua]nyo

GPA Yearbook, 
please send them digi-
tally to Ms. Edwards  

All City Orchestra  
 

Jolie Mounivong  6th 
                                          

  Hayley Elwick 7th 
                                          

    liana Robledo  7th 

LaZaria Thomas  6th  
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CLASSROOM HAPPENINGS 

Spanish 

 Elementary Span-

ish students in Mrs. Fur-

row’s classes continue to 

learn vocabulary and use it 

to tell stories and play 

games, as well as sing and 

do some paper and pencil 

activities. Ask them to tell 

you their latest story (in 

Spanish!). 

Kansas Day Celebration  

 Throughout the 

month of January our stu-

dents have been learning 

many interesting facts, 

songs and dances about 

Kansas.  Students in Kin-

dergarten through 5th grade 

will celebrate our great 

state on Friday January 29th 

at 2:00 by sharing what 

they have been learning.  

their accomplishment. 

 To begin our new 

IB unit on regions of the 

world, we plan to collect 

items for health kits for 

Haiti. If you would like to 

contribute one or more 

items, please bring them to 

either second-grade class-

room by Friday, February 

11. Items needed are: new 

hand towels, new wash-

cloths, new large combs, 

new nail files or fingernail 

clippers, new bars of bath 

soap (3 oz. or larger), new 

adult toothbrushes (single 

brushes in original wrap-

pers), and adhesive plastic 

s t r i p  s t e r i l e  b a n -

dages.  Thank you! 

Second Grade 
 

 T o  c o m p l e t e 
our IB inquiry into equal 
opportunities and honor 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., the second grad-
ers learned about the 1963 
March on Washing-
ton. After reading books 
by various authors with 
different perspectives, we 
created a number line in 
the hall showing the dis-
tance from Wichita, KS to 
Washington, DC--a total 
of 1,268 miles. Students 
earned miles (sticker dots) 
by exhibiting principled 
behavior throughout the 
day and placed these on 
the number line to mark 
our progress. When we 
reached our destination, 
we celebrated with a party 
and the opportunity to 
view Dr. King's "I Have a 
Dream" speech. We're very 
proud of our students for 

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS WIN HONORS 

 Congratulations 
to the middle school stu-
dents of the month! 

 

Subreyah Richard 
 Elia Brown 

 Alonzo Brown 
Gemeni Lopez  

 Congratulations 
to Mia Dewitt, recipient 
of the 99% Award.  The 
99% Award recognizes 
middle school and high 
school students who are 
making a contribution to 
their school by receiving 
good grades and and 
have good attendance,  

but who may not be get-
ting the recognition they 
deserve for doing the 
right thing.  During the 
ceremony, teachers and 
counselors shared stories 
about each student who 
was nominated .  We are 
proud of you, Mia! 

Calling all HOOPS fans!!!  

Come out  to 

Gordon Parks Academy 

and support our boys and 

girls basketball teams. 

That’s right, our basketball 

season has begun and we’re 

looking for all the support 

we can get. Let’s pack the 

gym with Trailblazers fans 

cheering for victory!!! 

February 1st  
GPA vs. PVMS at GPA 
 
February 3rd  
GPA vs. Bosin at GPA 
 
February 8th GPA vs. 
H.Mann at GPA 
 
February 10th  GPA vs. Jar-
dine at GPA 
 
February  17th  GPA vs. 
Mead at Mead 
 
February 22nd GPA vs. 
Marshall at GPA 
 
February 24th GPA vs. 
Bosin @ NE 
 
 
Boys game starts at 3:30 
Girls game starts at 4:30 
 

Admission  
Students $1.00 
Adults $1.50 

Students must be accompa-

nied by an adult. 

 



CONGRATULATIONS 
to our first 

Elementary Battle of the Books Team! 
Patience Barkus, Jai Knox, Atlantis Mitchell 

and Kwesha Palmer  
took 

FIRST PLACE! 
Watch for re-runs on Cox 22 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 
 

 It was an exciting day 
January 21.  The first Battle of the 
Books team representing Gordon 
Parks Academy received FIRST 
place at their competition.  Pa-
tience Barkus, Jai Knox, Atlantis 
Mitchell, and Kwesha Palmer 
were outstanding representatives 
for our school.  The girls had to 
read a list of 64 books (they di-
vided the list) and then make up a 
skit about one book and answer 
questions about all the books.     
They were nervous, but did a fan-
tastic job.  The battles were 
broadcast live on Cox 22 and re-
runs can be seen for the next few 
weeks.  Way to go girls! 
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 BOOK FAIR 

 Gordon Parks Academy 

will be holding the Spring Book 

Fair February 15-21.  The Book 

Fair will be open during regular 

school hours and Parent-Teacher 

Conferences.  We will again be 

having a drawing for eight $25 gift 

certificates.   You will receive an 

entry form from every teacher you 

visit with at conferences.  This 

includes all specials teachers. 

 

OVERDUE BOOKS 
  

 Several students have 

overdue books.  Please check 

with your child to see if he or 

she has missing books.  Some 

books have been missing since 

September!  It is the policy of 

the Wichita School District that 

students are responsible to pay 

for any books not returned by 

the end of the school year.   



 

 
 

Science (Environment)  
In Science, we will finish Human Growth and Development for 6th and 8th grade.  In 

the meantime, the 7th grade is continuing Sound and Light in which the students will 

present their project in the end of January and then working on the electromagnetic 

spectrum.  After “Sound and Light”, the 7th graders will be working on Chemistry.  The 

6th graders will start “Cells and Heredity” in February in which they will need different 

colors of Play-Doh .  The students will construct plant and animal cells.  The 8th graders 

will study “Weather and Climate” which they will focus on Global Warming. 

 
 

Language Arts (Students will choose Area of Interaction to match book)  
In language arts, we are continuing to gear up for the state assessment.  We are currently 
studying poetry and the elements of a good fiction story. 
 
Our 7th graders will have a unique and exciting opportunity in the month of Febru-

ary.  They will be working with the Gordon Parks Foundation, the Ulrich Museum of 

Art at WSU and children’s book author Anne Parr to create their own published 

books.  Students will be writing and illustrating a book that will be hard bound with the 

first copy being free to the student.  Other copies will be available for a fee.  Look for 

information coming home soon about this exciting project. 

 

 
Spanish (Health and Social)  
6th and 7th Grade Spanish are in the middle of a unit about school. They will 

learn to talk about their classes and their schedule. 8th Grade Spanish has just 

finished reading and writing about a novel. They will begin a unit about food and 

family traditions that surround food. 

 

NEWS FROM MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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Websites to 

visit 

Check here each 
month for 

educational 
websites your child 

can visit to 
practice and 
reinforce skills 

learned at school. 

www.starfall.com 

www.mathisfun.com 

www.funbrain.com 

www2.usd267.com/TL/
teachinglearning.html 

WELCOME! 

We would like to welcome 

Ms. Elizabeth Buffolino 

to the Gordon Parks Staff 

Ms. Buffolino is the new elementary 



  

                   Gordon Parks Academy 

   

                     Honor Roll  - 2nd 9 week period 

8th grade 7th grade 6th grade 

Sarah Bousfield - 3.50 Alexis Banzet - 3.87 Micah Anderson - 3.50 

Eymoni Friday - 3.75 Ashley Brewster - 3.50 *Mia DeWitt - 4.00 

Victor Irving - 3.75 Jazlyn Brooks - 3.87 Rayanne Guana - 3.87 

LaKayla Thomas - 3.62 *Elia Brown - 4.00 *Loren Harvey - 4.00 

*Jaiden Williams - 4.00 Audreanna Davis - 3.75 Michael Kristek - 3.87 

 Bre DeProspo - 3.75 *Jane Lickteig - 4.00 

 Hayley Elwick - 3.62 Gemeni Lopez - 3.87 

 Aleeya Hubbard - 3.75 *Genesis Lopez - 4.00 

 Lena Knight - 3.50 Jolie Mounivong - 3.75 

 Alex Muci - 3.87 *Moses Neal-McFarthing - 4.00 

 Iliana Robledo - 3.50 Allia Petersen - 3.87 

 Juli Saga - 3.75 Chayce Sargent - 3.50 

 Nick Tate - 3.75 Chelsea Schlegel - 3.75 

 Aspen Thomas - 3.62 Tavian Smith - 3.75 

  LaZaria Thomas - 3.62 

  *Audrey Webb - 4.00 

                                                     * indicates a 4.00 grade point average 

   

   

                  Honorable Mention - 2nd 9 week pe-

riod 

8th grade 7th grade 6th grade 

Elyese Banks - 3.00 Alonzo Brown - 3.25 Antwan Bennett - 3.37 

Zana Brown - 3.00 Brandon Bustos - 3.12 Takia Green - 3.12 

Kayla Clark - 3.12 Sam Eckels - 3.12 Bracquale James - 3.12 

Jashia Morris - 3.37 Chris Ivy - 3.37 Semeia Ruffin - 3.12 

Margaret Philbrick - 3.25 Benny Lopez - 3.12 Destiny Ward - 3.37 

Subreya Richard - 3.12 Javier Martinez - 3.25 Jerome Wilson - 3.12 

Nia Simpson - 3.00 Sychia Moore - 3.37  

Leonte Sweeney - 3.12 Morgan Nadell - 3.00  

 Isaac Petersen - 3.12  

 Darezanae Porter - 3.12  

 Carlos Rice - 3.00  

 Denia Richardson - 3.00  

 Emily Salvador - 3.37  

 Jacovis Watson - 3.25  

 


