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Coming Events
December 21-January 3:
Winter Break

January 4:
School Resumes

January 5:
Site Council 5:30 PM
PTO 6:30 PM

January 8:
Report Cards Issued

January 18:

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Birthday Observance
No School

January 19:
No School
Teacher Inservice

January 21:
Bingo Night

Principal’s Corner

Stephanie Stovall

It is unbelievable
that Winter Break is
here! As you spend time
with your family, consider
sharing a good book with
your student over during
the break. We are proud
of the students in grades
3 — 8 took both a reading
and math test these past
two weeks. Please ask
your student how they
performed on the test. In
addition, our students are
increasing on their oral
reading fluency, letter
naming and non-sense
words in grades K -2.

We appreciate
the focus on learning that
you are doing at home.
Simply providing a quiet
place to complete home-
work assignments, consis-
tent homework time,
discussing the agenda
planner entries or lack
thereof, is also a big help.
Please don’t forget that all
students at Gordon Parks
Academy have a Friday
folder that you should ask
for weekly. In addition,
the parent calendar lists
the dates for the every
two week progress re-
ports for middle school.
Listed below are the
names of students who
have met their reading

goals:

Giovanni Balderas
Dequan Collins
N’Daye Smith
Jadyn Tenn
Adbullah Ibn-Bilal
Alayna Nelson
Allison Crow
Alyssa Reed
Case Payne
Haylee Thomas
Lorianna Ownes
Michayla Nelson
Shawn Rhone
Tre’VonWilson
T’Onia Avery
Takya Couch
Alex Carvajal
Sydney Dailey
BJ Richard
Maelise Flowers
Cherrish Gails
Camdyn Hanks
Zoey Lee

Lisa Perry
D’Zyre Shorty
Sataizha Buckner-
White

Ryleigh Jackson
Justyn Smith
Jaelyn Dailey

Jai Knox
Patience Barkus
Tiarae Stewart
Layla Berry

Jasmine Williams
Zamirah Felton
Kiah ReVoal
Damien Winsor
Savon Allen
Tayanna Bonner
Emma Ewings
Jalen Garner
Mackenzie Glass-
man

Denton McGee
Amari Reed
Lilian Willis
Please continue to
work with your stu-
dents at home and if
you have questions,
please contact us at

973-7500.
Happy Holidays!
Stephanie Stovall
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2010
CHOICES FAIR

Tuesday, January 12, 2010
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Century Il Exhibition Hall
225 W. Douglas
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WINTER BREAK CAMP OUT OFFERED

The Greater Wichita YMCA
will be offering Winter
Break Camp at the East,
Northwest and South
YMCA. Camp will be of-
fered Dec 21, 22, 23, 24, 28,
29, 30 and 31.

The daily fee is $20 for
SACC participants and
$25 for non
SACC participants, you
may choose the days you
want to attend.. Camp
hours are 6:30a-6p Dec 21,
22, 23, 28, 29, 30. Camp
hours for Dec 24 are 6:30

am -Ipm and Dec 3| camp
hours are 6:30 am -3:30
pm. Students will have the
opportunity to participate in
a variety of arts/crafts, rec-
reation activities, swimming,
and field trips. A healthy
breakfast and snack will be
provided daily. Students will
need to bring a sack lunch
and swim suit/towel. For
further information contact
t he Gordon
Parks Academy YMCA
SACC Site Director @ 316-
409-2230 or any YMCA

branch. Registration is only
accepted at the YMCA

branch.

CONGRATULATIONS to the YMCA SACC program. The after
school program collected over 100 non-

perishable items to replenish the food pantry at

New Life Church.

AWARD WINNERS

LZAPAPAFAFALS

WICHITA

PUBLIC SCHOOLS!

For more information visit www.usd259.com or call 973-4464.

CONGRATULATIONS
to Zoey Lee. She re-
ceived the YMCA SACC
Character Development
award for first semes-
ter. Zoey shows all four
YMCA character traits
(Respect, Responsibility,
Honesty & Caring) daily
plus more!

Congratulations to Aziya
Jordon for receiving the
YMCA SACC Character
Development
award.  This award is
given to a student that
exemplifies the YMCA
four character values
(Honesty, Caring, Re-
spect, Responsibility)
daily during the SACC

program.

Congratulations to Da-
mien Windsor on re-
ceiving the YMCA SACC
Site  Director's Choice
"Greatest Improvement”
award. This award is
given to a student that
has made great improve-
ments in all areas while
participating in the SACC

program.




Cold & Flu Season Tips

Disinfect

Please take some extra time each day to THOROUGHLY disinfect EVERY surface that a human has contact with: doorknobs, phones, mouse,
keyboard (make sure use equipment-friendly products), desks, sinks, toys, PE equipment, musical instruments, etc. Surfaces that are used fre-
quently will need to be disinfected several times. Be careful with over-spraying aerosol sprays like Lysol. Persons with asthma can have an attack
from the inhaling of spray. After a person is back to health from infection, wipe down/clean all surfaces; wash sheets/bedding/clothing, air out the

house/room.

Slee

Get 8-9 !Zurs of sleep each night or what is normal for you. Sleep deprivation causes the immune system to weaken. Also, it is when our bodies

heal.

Stay home
If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you are sick. You will help prevent others from catching your illness. It is recom-
mended that children not return to school until they are fever-free without medication (Tylenol, Ibuprofen) for 24 hours. This is for adults also.

Returning to school/work sooner may slow your recovery & expose others to unnecessary illness.

Vitamins/Liquids/Fresh Air

Take a multivitamin. If you aren’t sure which kind, check w/your doctor or pharmacist. Drink plenty of liquids; hot liquids work well for sore
throats, congestion, sinuses. Avoid milk if you have lots of drainage/congestion; it makes the secretions thicker. Try to get some fresh air/sun.
Air out rooms on warm winter days; open the windows. Long periods of time indoors in enclosed rooms/areas make everyone more susceptible

to spread of germs.

Clean your hands
Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. Wash your hands with soap and Wal'M water for |5 to 20 seconds. Wash all
fingers, under nails, front & back of hands. Dry off hands with clean towel & use clean paper towel to turn off faucet. This prevents re-

contamination. If soap and water aren’t available, then
use alcohol-based disposable hand wipes or gel sanitizers until you can get to a sink.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth

Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose, or mouth.
This is why the CDC now recommends for people to cough into their elbow/clothing instead of their hands. Germs die faster on material than

our warm skin.

Avoid close contact

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them from getting sick too.

Medications

Many over-the-counter (OTC) medications can interact with prescription medications. Check with your family doctor or pharmacist to find out
what is safe to take with your prescription.

Taking these actions can help you and those around you stay
healthy!
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMME

Gordon Parks
Academy is an Interna-

tional Baccalaureate (IB)

means for our students
and community. We will
share elements of the IB
program in this newslet-
ter and at many parent
meetings, including Site
Council and PTO.

The aim of all IB
programmes is to develop
internationally minded
people who, recognizing
their common humanity
and shared guardianship
of the planet, help to cre-
ate a better and more
peaceful world. All IB
learners strive to Dbe

communicators . Commu-
nication is not just speak-
ing. It includes listening,
speaking, reading, writ-
ing, viewing, presenting
and non-verbal communi-
cation. Students under-
stand and express ideas
and information confi-
dently and creatively in
more than one language
and in a variety of modes
of communication. They
will also work effectively
and willingly in collabora-
tion with others.

MUSIC NOTES FROM MRS. TURNER
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. ( Candidate school.  This
e Inquirers € means we are going
o Knowledgeable < through the three year
o Thinkers 5 process to become an ac-
o Communicators s  credited IB school. Our
o Principled € staff is participating in
e [Open-minded € intensive staff develop-
o C[aring ‘(; ment to learn the proc-
o Risk-takers 2 osses and procedures as-
o Balanced P 4 sociated with 1B schools.
e Reflective i As the staff becomes edu-
(‘ cated, we would like to
P 4 educate our parents and
e community about what IB
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NEWS FROM

THIRD GRADE

IB UNIT

The theme for our cur-
rent IB Unit is “How We
Express Ourselves”, and
the central idea is that
holidays and traditions
celebrated by different

We will focus on the fol-
lowing lines of inquiry:

e Cultural celebrations
exist around the
world

e Cultural celebrations
have similarities and
differences

e Different cultures
view celebrations

differently

A€ With every class now in
PUl-the swing of things we

tures around the wofld. have started some funda-

mental activities within
each grade level. Our
Kindergarten classes are
learning how to use their
singing voice and how it is
different from other
voices that we can make.
With our singing voice
we are using songs and
games to learn to feel the
steady “heartbeat” in

song and rhyme.

Beat and rhythm are es-
sential to music literacy.
Our first grade classes
are concentrating on the
differences between beat
and rhythm in song.
While we explore the
concepts of rhythm we
make sure that we have a
good time by utilizing
many games and activities
to reinforce the concepts.
Once the concept of beat
and rhythm become
clearer to our students
we can explore reading
and notation. Second and
third grade are focusing
on their ability to read a

variety of music notation.

to the
Middle school students as

Congratulations

they presented a fabulous
evening of music, art and
technology. Middle
school choir students will
begin a study of rhythms
of the world as we incor-
porate world percussion
instruments with our cho-
ral pieces.
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CLASSROOM HAPPENINGS

Homes Around the

World
Kindergarten

have been learning about
homes in our current IB
We have talked
about how they are dif-

students

unit.

ferent around the world
and the different materi-
als they are made of. The
students were given a
research  project and
were asked to work with
their parents creating a
anywhere

around the world. We

home from
have them on display out-

side our classrooms!
What amazing creations

they made!

2" Grade

These students earned a
free Pizza Hut pizza, a
free McDonald’s Happy
Meal, and a class party.
They will also get their
pictcure on the GPA
Reading Wall of Fame
outside the library and
are on track to earn end-
of-year awards Plus,
they’re improving their
reading skills while having
fun! It’s not too late to
join in. Simply help your
student fill out the books
they've read on their
reading logs (or a sheet
of notebook paper) and
turn them in by each
month’s  deadline. We
hope to see EVERY-
ONE’S name on the list

for December! J
Have a Merry Christmas

with your family and

friends!

4™ Grade IB Units
Thank you for helping

your child complete their
unit on the body sys-
tems. The projects that
were turned in look awe-
some. Our next unit will
cover magnets and elec-
tricity. This unit is also
part of the District Sci-
ence Performance Dem-

onstration.
Thursday, De-
cember 17, third

through 5" grade stu-
dents will attend a show-
ing of Disney’s “A Christ-
mas Carol”. The cost for
the movie is $7.00. Stu-
dents may bring $4.00 the
day of the show for a

drink,
Parents are en-

popcorn, candy
combo.

couraged to join us (for

the same price) but will
have to drive their own
car as the bus will be full.

NAL NEWS

Being smart isn’t about
knowing all the answers,
it's knowing where to find
them- Albert Einstein.
Give a man a fish, he will
eat for a day; teach him
how to fish, he will never
go hungry.

These two quotes are
fundamental in the way

that students should

learn. Rather than teach
them “stuff’, we need to
show them ways to use
things around them to be
bountiful in their lives. To
help enrich your students
education, here are some
ideas:

Subtraction
Ask your child how much

change you should get at
the grocery store.

Estimation
Have your child calculate

about how much the gro-
ceries will cost .
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The Staff
of
Gordon Parks
Academy Wish
all our
students and
families a safe ,
restful holiday
filled with fam-
ily, friends and
loved ones!
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January 14
GPA @ Coleman

January 21
Stucky @ GPA (HOME

GAME)

January 28
GPA @Robinson

Feb 4
Location to be announced —

-

eague Quarterfinals

Feb 11
League Semifinals

Feb 18
League Championships

Awards Banquet will be at
Sedgwick County Extension

uilding March 9, 2010
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Help Give Mrs. Stovall and Mrs.
Hutchinson an
Extreme Makeover!
Keep reading to meet our school
goal of 25,000 Books!

Y

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY

The winter
break is upon us! Stu-
dents have been look-
ing forward to sleeping,

relaxing, hanging out
and NO HOME-
WORK! It is impor-

tant for students to
keep reading over this
long break. As adults
we know how impor-
tant reading and writing
are in all parts of our
lives. We also know
that a passion for read-
ing and writing can help
children find ways to
understand not only
different cultures and
worlds but also them-

selves.
Take time to

snuggle up with a book
and your child before
bed. Share books on
tape with your teen-
aged children or read
aloud on  car trips.
With young children
the words of the story
may be less important
than the role of model-
ing the skills and spend-
ing time with you in an
activity that is a positive
learning experience for
them. You may very
easily just look at the
pictures in books with
your child and tell then
a story about it, or
focus their attention on
the colors, shapes, and
letters in the book.

You can also stimulate
their imaginations by
asking them to tell a
story about the picture
they see. Don’t forget
writing. Leaving short
notes on the refrigera-
tor, a nighttime mes-
sage on a pillow, or a
letter expressing your
pride in an accomplish-
ment encourages read-
ing and demonstrates
the power of words.
Start small with little
children and help them
to see that reading and
writing are something
that you take pride in

and value.
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NEWS FROM MIDDLE SCHOOL

Chinese
Ms. Zhu asks students to please bring 1 colored pe
dex cards (one packet of 100), a notebook, a red pen and a three -hole

folder for the second semester.

Science
In Science, the sixth and eighth grade will discuss Human Growth and Devel-
opment for 3 weeks. After this unit, the sixth grade will be tested on Environ-

mental Science and go into Cells and Heredity. The eighth grade will finish Websites to

Volcano demonstrations and then discuss Global Warming. The seventh

grade class is discussing Sound and Light. visit

Math and Social Studies Check here each

Seventh grade math and social studies students are doing an interdiscipli- month for

nary wunit called OEveryone Eats Riceo. hi s, i bas
&ducational

name. You can look for information in Friday Folders. Sixth grade math will do : )
oLife of a fractioné and the eighth gr g wehsites yqup ghild
Tips, Sales taxes and so forth. In social studies, sixth grade will be focusing on can visit to
Ancient Chinese Civilizations and eighth grade will focus on the Constitution. practice and

reinforce skills

Language Arts
guag learned at school.

Language Arts will be studying the following during January: Text type study is
persuasive writing; Unit will be poetry; Skills will focus on figurative language,
making inferences, and drawing conclusions. Shared Inquiry is continued
study of question types, relating to text, supporting your answer, and respond-

www.starfall.com

www.mathisfun.cgm

ing to an author. Ms. Thomasd class ju finishe
search project on a person.  They have turned in awesome projects. 78% of www.funbrain.com
her Language Arts class either stayed the same or improved their NWEA map

reading scores. Yeah!!l!  Margaret Philbrick improved 16 points. Yeah Marga- www?2.usd267.com/TL/
ret. Thank you all for your hard work at ¢ - teachirgyleaning rgntt
can do it!

Spanish

Eighth grade will work on some classroom vocabulary and will continue verb
conjugation. Then they will begin a unit about food. This will include being

about to talk about foods they |ike and
perspectives on meals. Eighth graders will also continue periodic reading of

beginning level novels, which they have begun toward the end of first semes-

ter.

sev



