
serves to be treated with 
respect - and should treat 
others with respect as well. 
• Help your children feel 
good about themselves. Kids 
who feel badly about them-
selves often treat others 
badly. Kids with strong self-
esteem value and respect 
themselves and are more 
likely to treat others with 
respect, too. Help your child 
to feel accepted, respected, 
and valued. 
• Learn together about holi-
day and religious celebra-
tions that are not part of 
your own tradition. 
• Honor your family’s tradi-
tions and teach them to your 
kids - and to someone out-
side the family who wants to 
learn about the diversity you 
have to offer.     
 

When parents encourage a 
tolerant attitude in their 
children, talk about their 
values, and model the behav-
ior they would like to see by 
treating others well, kids will 
follow in their footsteps. 

How Can Parents 

Teach Tolerance? 
Parents can teach tolerance 
by example—and in other 
ways, too. Talking together 
about tolerance and respect 
helps kids learn more about 
the values you want them to 
have. Giving them opportu-
nities to play and work with 
others is important as well. 
This lets kids learn firsthand 
that everyone has something 
to contribute and to experi-
ence differences and similari-
ties. Things parents can do to 
help kids learn tolerance 
include: 
• Notice your own attitudes. 
Parents who want to help 
their kids value diversity can 
be sensitive to cultural 
stereotypes they may have 
learned and make an effort to 
correct them. Demonstrate an 
attitude of respect for others. 
• Remember that kids are 
always listening. Be aware of 
the way you talk about peo-
ple who are different from 
yourself.  Do not make jokes 
that perpetuate stereotypes. 

Although some of these may 
seem to be harmless fun, they 
can undo attitudes of toler-
ance and respect. 
• Select books, toys, music, 
art, and videos carefully. 
Keep in mind the powerful 
effect the media and pop 
culture have on shaping atti-
tudes. 
• Point out and talk about 
unfair stereotypes that may 
be portrayed in media. 
• Answer kids’ questions 
about differences honestly 
and respectfully. This 
teaches that it is acceptable to 
notice and discuss differences 
as long as it is done with 
respect. 
• Acknowledge and respect 
differences within your own 
family. Demonstrate accep-
tance of your children’s dif-
fering abilities, interests, and 
styles. Value the uniqueness 
of each member of your 
family. 
• Remember that tolerance 
does not mean tolerating 
unacceptable behavior. It 
means that everyone de-

Principal’s Corner                              Stephanie Stovall 

Brewster Wins 99% Award 

 Congratulations 
to Gordon Parks Acad-
emy student Ashley 
Brewster.  Ashley was 
one of thirty middle and 
high school students 
district-wide selected to 
receive the 99% Award 
for the first nine weeks.   
 The 99% Award 
recognizes middle school 

and high school students 

who are making a contribu-

tion to their school by re-

ceiving good grades and 

good attendance, but who 

may not be getting the rec-

ognition they deserve for 

doing the right thing.  
During the ceremony, 

teachers and counselors 

shared stories about each 

student who was nominated  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and explained why they 

were chosen for this award.  

Congratulations, Ashley!  

We are proud of you! 

The 

Trailblazer 
Gordon Parks Academy 

 

Coming Events 

 

 

November 2:   

    PICTURE RETAKES 

 

November 3: 

    Site Council 5:30 PM 

    PTO  6:30 PM 

 

November 10: 

    Chill Out and Read 

    5:30 - 7:00 PM 

   

November 11: 

    No School 

    6ÅÔÅÒÁÎȭÓ $ÁÙ 

 

November 24: 

    Taste of Gordon Parks 

    1:00 - 3:-00 PM 

 

November 25: 

    No School 

    Conference Release Day 

 

November 26-27: 

    Fall Break 

 



 Tuesday, October 
27, we held our first Learn-
ing Tree Awards Assembly. 
The Learning Tree Awards 
Assembly is for those stu-
dents that have no office 
referrals, no unexcused ab-
sences (5 or more tardies are 
counted as an unexcused 
absence for this program) 
and the students must have 
2’s or above for elementary 
and C’s or above for middle 
school. Several of our stu-
dents qualified to attend and 
everyone who attended had 
loads of fun! We handed out 
Inspirational bracelets to 
everyone attending and four 

lucky students won our 
grand prizes for the day. 
Amari Reed of Mrs. Quam’s 
class won one of our bikes 
and Anthony Robledo of 
Mrs. Jackson’s class won the 
other one. TreVon Wilson 
from Mrs. Howell’s class 
won the Ipod Nano for the 
3rd-5th grade classes and 
Gemeni Lopez, a 6th grader 
won the Ipod Nano for the 
6th-8th grade. 
 Don’t forget that 
there is another Learning 
Tree Awards Assembly com-
ing up for each  nine week 
grading period. At this point 
everyone is eligible to at-

tend. We will be giving away 
thre Nintendo DS’s; one to K
-2, one to 3rd-5th and one to 
6th-8th. To be eligible make 
sure you are at school ON 
TIME, have no office refer-
rals and study hard to make 
good grades. Good luck! We 
expect to see everyone there 
next time!!!! 

placed 8th and Genesis Lo-

pez placed 14th. Great 

work, Strategists!  

 Itõs not too late to 

join the Chess Club.  Begin-

ners meet every Tuesday  

3:10 ð 4:30 PM.  Advanced 

p laye rs  meet  eve ry 

Wednesday 3:10 ð 4:30 

PM.  Anyone may come to 

Thursday lunch recess.  The 

club meets in the down-

 Gordon  Parks 

Academy brought home a 

FIRST PLACE TROPHY 

from the McPherson Chess 

Tournament on October 

17. Seventh grader Benny 

Lopez brought home a sec-

ond place individual trophy 

and third grader Cade 

Mansfield earned a third 

place trophy. Gemeni Lopez 

stairs computer lab, room 

127.   
Check out http://

gordonparks.usd259.org/

index.html for more infor-

Learning Tree Program 

tion Center, 1613 Piatt, on 

December 11th from 

10:45 AM - 12:45 PM. 

This mini fair reaches out 

to prekindergarten fami-

lies who are interested in 

applying for elementary 

magnet schools.  

 Visitation week at 

all magnet schools 

(kindergarten thru eighth 

grades) is scheduled for 

January 25 - 29, 2010. An 

informational meeting at 

Northeast Magnet will be 

held on January 21st 

from 6:00 PM. - 7:00 PM. 

CHOICES FAIR COMING 

 Choices  Fa i r 

2010 will be held on 

Tuesday, January 12, 

2010 at Century II Exhi-

bition Hall from 5:00 PM 

– 8:00 PM.  

 The Choices Mini 

Fair is scheduled at Little 

Early Childhood Educa-
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Parents, please 

remember to 

keep your child 

home if they are 

sick.  Children 

should be kept 

home until they 

are fever free, 

without fever -

reducing 

medications, for a 

full 24-hours.  

 

Parents who 

would like to send 

travel size hand 

sanitizer bottles 

with their child 

are welcome to do 

so.  

CHESS CLUB 

Gordon Parks Academy Students 

are: 

 
Inquirers 
Knowledgeable 

Thinkers 
Communicators 

Principled 
Open-minded 

Caring 
Risk-takers 

Balanced 

Reflective 

http://gordonparks.usd259.org/index.html
http://gordonparks.usd259.org/index.html
http://gordonparks.usd259.org/index.html


 A big thank you 
to all parents and fami-
lies who visited the 
Book Fair.  We were able 
to purchase books total-
ing over $1,500 for the 
library, classrooms, and 
families!  It is our goal 
for every student who 
reaches reading goals to 
receive a FREE book 
from our next Book Fair 
in the spring.   
 Congratulations 
to the winners of the 
Family Book Fair Draw-
ings and the poster give- 
away. 
  

$25 Family Gift  
Certificate Winners: 

 
Ronnie Thompson 

Luke Elwick 
Elijah Ruffin 
Faith Walker 

Kristopher Davis 
Dexter McCartney 

Alvin Manuel 
Kalin Wilson 

 
Poster Winners 

Chris Ivy 
Patience Barker 
N’Daye Smith 
Ethan Schaff 

Jarrin Williams 
Johnny Alberts 

 

Allia Petersen 
LaKayla Thomas 
Edward Kellogg 
Zack Brewster 

Leon McClennon 
Raman Thompson 
Marquise Williams 

Quentday Washington 
D’Zyre Shorty 

Takira Bell 
Victor Irving 

Cortez Orange 
Kevin Knox 

 

  

 

Picture Retakes are Mon-

day,   

November 2! 

News from the Library 

on a first come, first serve 

basis.  Students will par-

ticipate in a variety of 

supervised themed activi-

ties. Bring a sack lunch 

and swim suit/towel.  For 

more information contact 

the Site Program Director 

@ 409-2230 or your local 

YMCA.   

 

 

 

SCHOOL DAY OUT OFFERED NOVEMBER 

 SCHOOL DAY 

OUT will be offered at 

t h e  E a s t  B r a n c h 

YMCA and South Branch 

YMCA on Wednesday, 

November 11.  The fee is 

$5 for Latchkey partici-

pants, $20 for YMCA 

members and $25 for 

community pa rt ic i -

pants.  Enrollment is at 

any YMCA branch and 
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Technology 

students strut 

their stuff!   

Students are learning 

how to put GPA 

events/activities into 

snazzy media 

formats.  You can 

enjoy their work on 

 http://

gordonparks.usd259.

org/gallerymisc.htm  

http://gordonparks.usd259.org/gallerymisc.htm
http://gordonparks.usd259.org/gallerymisc.htm
http://gordonparks.usd259.org/gallerymisc.htm


 Gordon Parks 
Academy is an Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB)
Candidate school.  This 
means we are going 
through the three year 
process to become an ac-
credited IB school.  Our 
staff is participating in 
intensive staff develop-
ment to learn the proc-
esses and procedures as-
sociated with IB schools.  
As the staff becomes edu-
cated, we would like to 
educate our parents and 
community about what IB 

means for our students 
and community.  We will 
share elements of the IB 
program in this newslet-
ter and at many parent 
meetings, including Site 
Council and PTO.   
 The aim of all IB 
programmes is to develop 
internationally minded 
people who, recognizing 
their common humanity 
and shared guardianship 
of the planet, help to cre-
ate a better and more 
peaceful world.  All IB 
learners strive to be  

thinkers. This means stu-
dents exercise initiative in 
applying thinking skills 
critically and creatively to 
solving complex prob-
lems. 

International Baccalaureate Programme 

through singing games 
and movement.  
 

Second Grade  
Second Grade classes 
are practicing steady 
beat, and using their 
light voices.  We'll be 
working on the differ-
ence between high and 
low, and loud and 
soft.  We'll also be 
learning about instru-
ments of the orchestra.  
   

Third Grade  
Third Graders are 
working on beat vs. 
rhythm, as well as light 
voice vs.  heavy 
voice.  They're also re-
viewing pitches and 
rhythms learned last 

year.  They'll learn 
about melodic shapes 
as well. We will also 
begin learning about 
the Nutcracker ballet.  
 

Fourth Grade 
Fourth and fifth grade 
students will present a 
Holiday Program on 
Tuesday, December 8, 
at 6:00 PM in the 
Gordon Parks Academy 
cafeteria.  Students 
should meet their class-
room teachers in their 
classroom at 5:35 PM so 
the program can begin 

MUSIC NOTES 

 Kindergarten  
Kindergarten classes 
enjoy a variety of ac-
tivities designed to 
help them discover 
their singing voices, 
and keep a steady 
beat.  Activities include 
dancing, moving to 
music, games, interac-
tive songs, listening, 
playing rhythm instru-
ments, and more. 
 

First Grade  
First graders have be-
gun learning about 
their four voices - 
speaking, singing, 
whispering and shout-
ing.  They are also prac-
ticing steady beat 
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Gordon Parks Academy 

Students are: 

 
Inquirers 
Knowledgeable 

Thinkers 
Communicators 

Principled 

Open-minded 
Caring 

Risk-takers 
Balanced 

Reflective 

GPA  

Students are  

#1 

http://www.ibo.org/index.cfm


 

As the year progresses, the Child Study Team is working to meet 

the emotional needs of Gordon Parks Academyõs students to en-

sure their academic success. Here are a few positive suggestions 

to consider as you play the most important role in nurturing your 

childõs development. 

 

 

The 8 òLõsó of Parenting 
LOVE your child ð For your child to be successful, she must feel val-

ued. Your gentle touches, smile, and hugs communicate love. 

Giving undivided attention demonstrates caring. 

 

LOOK for the good in your child and make specific c9omments 

on what he does well. You must believe in your childõs self-

worth before he can. 

 

LISTEN without judgment as your child expresses thoughts and 

feelings. If you do not listen, your child may attempt to your at-

tention through misbehavior.  

 

LAUGH with your child, not at her. Demonstrate a sense of hu-

mor as you cope with lifeõs difficulties. Laugh and play together. 

 

LABOR diligently so your child learns to work hard, persevere, 

and do his best.  

 

LEARN new information. It is fine to say you donõt know the an-

swer, but then find it out together. Take the time to read and 

play games together. 

 

LEAVE the TV, computer, and video games off.  Many programs 

and video games desensitize your child toward violence and 

contribute toward fearfulness and aggression. 

 

LIVE life to its fullest. Take pleasure in little things like ice cream 

cones, beautiful weather, or your childõs enthusiasm toward 

something she loves. 

CHILD STUDY TEAM 
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A reminder to 

Parents and 

Students: 

Gordon Parks 
Academy is a 

safe place.  It is 
the responsibility 

of all of us to 
keep it safe.  

Students are not 
to bring any item 
to school that can 

be used as a 
weapon, toys 

included.  Please 
discuss this as a 

family and 
support our 
schoolõs safety. 



Help Give Mrs. Stovall and Mrs. 
Hutchinson an  

Extreme Make-over! 
Keep reading to meet our school 

goal of 25,000 Books!  

and orchestra.  

Along with our eve-

ning of music, Art 

and Technology 

students will be dis-

playing their tal-

ents.  Parents, 

grandparents and 

friends are all wel-

come to come and 

enjoy our first musi-

cal performance of 

the year.  We will 

be having punch 

and cookies after 

our concert.  We 

are asking each 

family to donate 

one dozen cookies 

for this event.  You 

may drop your 

cookies off at our 

reception table in 

the front hallway 

before the concert.  

  

ARTS AROUND THE WORLD 

 The Middle 

School Fine Arts De-

partment will pre-

sent a fall concert 

on Thursday, No-

vember 19 th at 7:00 

PM.  Performing en-

sembles include the 

6th , 7th and 8 th 

grade choirs, the 6 th 

grade band and 

orchestra, and the 

7th-8th grade band 
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National Academic 

League Schedule 

 

November 12  
Truesdall at Gordon Parks 

(Home Game-please show up 

and show your support for 

GPA) 

 

November 19  

GPA at Jardine 

 

December 3  
Curtis @ GPA (HOME 

GAME) 

 
December 10 GPA 

@Curtis 

 

December 17  
Hamilton @GPA (HOME 

GAME) 

 

January 14  

GPA @ Coleman 

 

January 21  
Stucky @ GPA (HOME 

GAME) 

 

January 28  

GPA @Robinson 

 

Feb 4  
Location to be announced ð 

League Quarterfinals  

 

Feb 11   

League Semifinals  

 

Feb 18  

League Championships  

 
Awards Banquet will be at 

Segwick County Extension 

Building March 9, 2010 



Social Studies  

Students will be writing persuasive essays, so be prepared to write! 

 

Science 
Seventh grade students will launch their rockets next week and then work on ma-

chines.  Sixth grade will begin learning about Environmental Science and eighth 

grade will study Natural Disasters. 

 

Math  
Eighth grade students will complete their IB Unit for fractions.  Sixth grade students 

need to practice multiplication and division facts.  Ramp Up classes are working on 

decimals and percents. 

 

Language  
Students need to read to reach the 25 Book Campaign Goal.  Ask your child to dis-

cuss the books he or she is reading to help him or her gain comprehension skills .  

Students will also be practicing writing skills by writing a narrative essay. 

 

Spanish 
Eighth grade students will be sending emails in Spanish emails to students in Colum-

bia. 

 

Chinese 
Ms. Zhu will video tape the students saying their introductions of themselves in Chi-

nese.  These video presentations will be displayed on the Gordon Parks Academy 

website. 
 

Trailblazers of the Month  

6th  grade  

            Mia Dewitt and Tavian Smith  

7th  grade  

            Jazlyn Brooks and Benny Lopez  

8th  grade  

            Jashia Moore and Victor Irving  
 

Students are nominated and selected by the MYP staff for exhibiting the attributes of a 

global citizen and the principles of the IB learner. 

 

Thank you for supporting the education of your child!  We know without your guidance and 

support, these students would not be as successful as they are.  Research shows that kids 

whose parents are involved in their education achieve at higher levels and we appreciate 

your role in the success of your student. 

 

Students who are selected as Trailblazers of the month will have their name and picture 

displayed in the hall along with a brief biography.  Please stop in sometime soon to see the 

display or just to visit. 

NEWS FROM MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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Websites to visit 

Check here each 
month for educational 

websites your child 
can visit to practice 
and reinforce skills 
learned at school. 

www.starfall.com  

www.mathisfun.com  


